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Biography

Professor Emily CHAN Ying-yang, is a specialist in public health medicine and Professor
of the JC School of Public Health and Primary Care (JCSPHPC), Faculty of Medicine, The
Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK). She joined CUHK in 2006 and currently serves
as Professor and Assistant Dean (External Affairs) at the Faculty of Medicine, Director at
Collaborating Centre for Oxford University and CUHK for Disaster and Medical Humanitarian
Response (CCOUC), Centre for Global Health (CGH), and International Centre of Excellence
in Health and Community Resilience (ICoE-CCOUC) of Integrated Research on Disaster Risk
(IRDR, a joint research programme of International Science Council (ISC) and United Nations
Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR)).

Concurrently, she is appointed in the University of Oxford Nuffield Department of Medicine
as Visiting Professor, in Harvard University at FXB Center for Health and Human Rights and
Harvard School of Public Health as Visiting Fellow, in University of Hong Kong Li Ka Shing
Faculty of Medicine as Honorary Professor and in Peking University as Adjunct Professor
(Global Health and Humanitarian Medicine). As a professional-secondment arrangement,
she has also been serving as Chief Executive Officer of GX Foundation, a global medical
humanitarian organisation in Hong Kong, China, since 2019.



Professor Chan's main research interests include disaster and humanitarian medicine,
climate change and health, Health Emergency and Disaster Risk Management (HEDRM),
evidence-based medical, primary care and public health interventions in resource-
constrained and hazard-prone settings, injury and disaster epidemiology, ethics, health
needs and programme impact evaluation. She has published more than 460 international
peer-reviewed academic articles and 12 academic textbooks (as first author). Her academic
and research efforts have been used as frontline response guidelines, national and global
policy references. She served in numerous global technical advisory positions, among
which for the World Health Organization, Co-chairperson for its Thematic Platform for
Health Emergency and Disaster Risk Management Research Network (2016-2022) and Co-
chairperson of Social Sciences in response subgroup of World Health Organization Global
Research and Innovation Forum for COVID-19 Response (2020-2022).

She mentored 15 PhD and 64 Master-level graduate students and during 2012-2019,
developed and taught 11 global massive open access online Course (MOOC) with more
than 18,000 registered students enrolled from more than 150 countries in six continents.
Since 2009, Professor Chan has developed cross disciplinary training programmes in field
humanitarian medicine and global health. Specifically, in the Chinese Mainland, the Ethnic
Minority Health Project (EMHP), a field-based public health and disaster risk management
programme, has outreached more than 18,000 villagers in 49 remote, disaster-prone,
resource-deficit rural settings in 11 provinces in the Chinese Mainland and has trained 780
students and young scholars.

Over the past three decades, her professional frontline and field-based experience
has spanned across 50 countries. Her global humanitarian professional and academic
contributions have been recognised with numerous teaching, research and community
service awards. Among them, the Nobuo Maeda International Research Award (2007) of the
American Public Health Association, CUHK Faculty of Medicine Best Teachers Award (2010,
2011, 2013, 2015, 2016, 2018), 2013 CUHK Best Interdisciplinary Award of Excellence in Social
Engagement, 2017 University Education Award of The Chinese University of Hong Kong,
2017 UGC Teaching Award of the University Grants Committee of Hong Kong, 2018 National
Teaching Achievement Award (Higher Education) of Ministry of Education of the People's
Republic of China, 2004 Hong Kong Ten Outstanding Young Persons, 2005 Ten Outstanding
Young Persons of the World Award, 2005 Caring Physicians of the World Award of World
Medical Association, 2007 Hong Kong Humanity Award, the Sing Tao Leader of the Year 2015
Award (Community/Public Affairs/Environment and Conservation), 2019 Nominee of the
United Nations Sasakawa Award for Disaster Risk Reduction and Medal of Honour (2024) of
the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People's Republic of
China.



Throughout her career, Professor Chan has championed health equity first, and actionable
science approaches that bridge science, policy and frontline actions, with particular attention
to populations disproportionately affected by poverty, geography, ageing, chronic disease or
social marginalisation. As the inaugural Professor in Global Public Health and Humanitarian
Medicine at CUHK, she will continue to lead academic developments in collaborative global
scholarship and field practices that advance resilience, reduce disaster risk and promote
health for all in an era of climate disruption and complex crises.
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Abstract

Globalisation, climate change, population movement, urbanisation, demographic ageing and
protracted crises have been reshaping the global risk landscape for health. The interactions
of extreme weather events, environmental degradation, emerging infectious threats and
fragile health systems have exacerbated frequencies of complex emergencies and led
to catastrophic health consequences that burden disproportionately rest on the most
vulnerable populations.

In this inaugural lecture, Professor Chan will share her three decade-long global experiences
and insights from field practices, evidence-based academic research and capacity-building
initiatives in disaster and humanitarian medicine. Her lecture will highlight lessons learnt,
challenges and the latest frontiers in the protection of health and dignity in the digital era.
The dynamics and intersections of frontline medical humanitarian response, public health
diplomacy, humanitarian ethics and global health equity will also be discussed.
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